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Chatting with Charlie – November 2013 

 

If this article sounds familiar it is because I shared the majority of it with you last year. For us its message is 

timeless and worth repeating and reflecting on each year.   

This coming Sunday is the first Sunday in Advent.  Advent means coming and is a time when we wait and 

watch for the coming of our Lord. We look forward to both the birth of our Lord and the time when he will 

come again and make all things new. Advent is a time of anticipation and preparation when we are called to 

keep our light burning as we look for the coming of the Lord.  

We decorated our sanctuary with evergreens last Sunday which reminds us that God is everywhere and ev-

erlasting. There are also strings of light, reminding us that Jesus is the light of the world and encouraging us to 

shine with the light and love of Jesus Christ as we have been strung together in community.  

This coming Sunday we will light the Hope candle of the Advent wreath as we prepare our hearts for the 

joy and gladness of Jesus’ coming. On the second Sunday of Advent we will light the Peace candle as we re-

member that Jesus is the only giver of lasting peace and is always with us. The next Sunday we light the Joy 

candle as we praise God for the fulfillment of His promise of a Savior and what that means in our lives. On the 

Fourth Sunday we light the Love candle as we strive to follow in Christ's footsteps and know God’s love and 

show it in our lives.  

The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birthday of our King and our Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Recognizing that this world can be dark and cold, we look forward to the coming of the light that 

brings both light and warmth. At the end of the service on Christmas Eve we will use the Christ candle to light 

our own individual candles as the light and love of God fills the room. We recognize that it is the light of 

Christ that expels the darkness from our lives and fills us with the warmth of the love of God. Therefore let us 

share the light and love of the God in our homes, communities, and all of creation. Let us shine our lights as 

we prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  

Friends, Elaine, Streeter and I want to thank you for calling me to be your pastor. We look forward to serv-

ing our Triune God with you for many years to come. Our prayer is that you will have a blessed holiday season 

while reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas and giving thanks to God for all the blessings He has be-

stowed on us. Your brother in Christ, Charlie  



 

 

FALL MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ST. AUGUSTINE 
 

Pastor Charlie, Steve Lytle and I were in attendance for this meeting. 
 

I provide the following highlights of what took place during this meeting held at the Montgomery 
Presbyterian Conference Center outside Starke on Tuesday, 1 October 2013: 
 

 The meeting was opened and the Consent Agenda was approved with one minor revision to be 
addressed during the Action Agenda; 

 One point of levity occurred during the discussion of the sale of the World Golf Villages property.  
The address listed in the agenda was actually property owned by one of the churches in the 
Presbytery and was not the address for the World Golf Villages property. 

 One issue that caused quite a stir was a recommendation to provide a salary increase for the 
temporary Stated Clerk.  One minister issued a diatribe regarding the impropriety of the motion 
and the motion violating several sections within the Book of Order.  Once things settled down, 
the motion was passed 56 for versus 25 against. 

 During discussion of Ministry the issue of allowing an exception for Charlie Rumpel to be consid-
ered as the next installed Pastor of the Weirsdale Presbyterian Church.  There was no discus-
sion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 Following lunch, we were honored by having the Reverend Doctor Neal D. Presa, Moderator of 
the 220th general Assembly (2012), lead the Worship Service.  The Rev. Dr. Presa gave an in-
teresting sermon. 

 We also received a report from the Synod Executive Heawan Rim on the status of the Synod.   
 The meeting was closed with the Winter Stated Meeting scheduled for 1 February 2014 to be 

convened at 9:00 AM at Memorial Presbyterian Church, St. Augustine, Florida. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

John L. Wright, Sr., Elder Commissioner 

We Congratulate Charlie & Elaine! 
 

Sunday, Nov. 17th, at the Congregational meet-

ing, Charlie was elected to become our Permanent 

Pastor. He graciously accepted this position and 

we look forward to him and Elaine continuing to 

serve and share with our Congregation in Weirs-

dale.  

 

Charlie’s Installation Service will be held in our 

Church on January 19, 2014, at 3:00 PM with a 

reception to follow. 



 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

The new year is almost upon us, and we are 

ready to start a fresh, new sign-up sheet for 

volunteers for fellowship. 

Everyone looks forward to 

sharing refreshments with 

friends after the worship ser-

vice.   

Won't you be one of our gen-

erous hosts/hostesses some-

time next year? 

Thank you for your hospital-

ity. 

During our December 22nd worship service, we will be in-

stalling our recently elected Elders and Deacons and ordain-

ing those who are serving for the first time:   

 

Elders:  

 Ray Sheppard 

 Cathy Skoff (to be ordained)  

 David Vincent   

Deacons:  

 Elaine Metz 

 Ilene Newton (to be ordained)  

 Marie Oille  

 Sara Jane Vincent (to be ordained)  

 

We are thankful that God has called them to serve as our church officers, and we all look forward to serv-

ing with them in the coming years. 

 

With the new year quickly 

approaching, we have lots 

of openings for alter flow-

ers in 2014.  You will find 

a green order form in the 

Narthex if you feel led to 

donate a gift in memory or 

honor of a special someone 

in your life. 

The price is still $25.00. 

REMINDER: 
 

LOVE INC.:  The red cans in 

the Narthex and in Douglas 

Hall are available for your 

loose change and bills. 
 

The Food Pantry always ac-

cepts your donations.  Non-perishables and 

personal toiletries can be placed in the bas-

kets in the Narthex or in Douglas Hall. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

 

The Worship Com-

mittee is still look-

ing for volunteers 

to help with the 

Altar Candles and 

Communion Set-

up.  The also need 

Liturgists and Ushers for the new year. 

 

You can find a gold Worship Committee sign-up 

sheet in the Narthex.  Please take one and circle 

the areas in which you feel led to help 



 

 

Love INC’s 2nd Annual Christmas Sanctuary Tour 
 

Love INC’s 2nd Annual Christmas Sanctuary Tour is Thursday, 

December 12 and Tuesday, December 17 from 5-8 PM both 

evenings.  Be sure to put those dates on your calendar.  Tickets 

are only $5.00 per adult (children free) to visit all 15 participat-

ing churches, and you can get them from Linda in the Church 

office. 
 

The participating churches will welcome you in to see their 

Christmas Regalia, give you refreshments, entertain you with 

music and give you a tour.   
 

The tour date for Weirsdale Presbyterian is Tuesday, Dec. 17th.   

Deadline for turning in your poin-

settia orders is Sunday, December 1.  

Order forms for the flowers are in 

the Narthex. 

 

Our Christmas Eve Candle 

Light service  of  Lessons and 

Carols will begin at 7:00 pm 

on Tuesday December 24th. 

We hope you and your family 

will worship with us as we 

celebrate Holy Communion 

and the birth of our Risen 

Lord.   

Dec. 18th is the date 

set for the Sr. Singles 

Christmas party. 

Please mark your cal-

endars.  

Details will be forth-

coming shortly.  

        Gifts for the King 

 

Bring him thy precious things  

And lay them at his feet; 

The gold of love, the hope that springs  

The unknown ways to meet. 

 

Bring him thy lovely things;  

The joy that conquers care, 

The faith that trusts and sings,  

The frankincense of prayer. 

 

Bring him thy bitter things;  

Thy myrrh of grief and fears, 

The aching heart that stings  

With pain of unshed tears. 

 

These for thy gifts to him;  

And for his gifts to thee,  

The comfort of his steadfast love,  

His tender sympathy. 

   Annie Johnson Flint 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chairpersons of Harvest Happenings would like to thank the church 

members for their donations, time and hard work in making this event so 

successful.  We were truly blessed with the friendships we shared and re-

sponse we received in this endeavor.   

 

We look forward to refurbishing Douglas Hall and making it an even more 

special place for our “gatherings”. 



 

 

FROM THE TROOPS 
 

Many notes of appreciation have been sent to Operation Shoebox by our troops stationed overseas.  Here is one 

we received: 

 

Hello! 

I am SPC Emore of 3ID.  I am writing a huge ‘Thanks’ on behalf of my team for the amazing love and support.  

We are a team of evacuation and triage medics.  In our little spare time we have done all of the crosswords and 

word searches in the bags!  I personally hung my bag in my room to collect all my letters from home.  Please 

keep your moral high.  Troops love and appreciate what you do! 

 

SPC Emore  

 

AND: 

 

Dear Mary Anne and Friends, 

I appreciate the stocking, the stuffings and all of the effort that went into this.  I am  SGT William Halfhill.  I am 

a Combat Engineer from Alexandria, Kentucky.  I am 30 years old and work at Fedex when I am not playing 

soldier over here.  My mom and grandmother wanted me to say thank you for them as well.  They appreciate 

when others take care of their baby as well. 

It is nice to receive these packages, especially this time of year.  Even Soldiers, Marines, Airmen and Seamen 

get homesick.  I hope this letter finds you all in good health and enjoying a wonderful holiday season.  I thank 

you again for the time and effort you put into letting us know we are not forgotten. 

Sincerely,  

Will 

 

 

This month, WPC member Elsie Baddley returned from her 

summer home in Ohio where she was sewing for Operation 

Shoebox.  Elsie made 710 Christmas Stockings, 530 ditty bags, 

and 366 helmet liners and caps; a total of 1,606 pieces.  We thank Elsie for her dedication and love of sew-

ing. 

 

Anyone currently sewing stockings, please return them to me no later than December 10th as Shoebox will 

be mailing them out at the end of the week. 

 

A great big THANK YOU to everyone who has helped with making stockings and ditty bags all 

year...those who cut the fabric, match up pieces, sew, crochet the strings and knit or crochet the helmet lin-

ers and caps for our men and women in the military. 

 

Please contact me if you want to participate in making ditty bags in 2014. 

Carol Dalbeck, 352-307-2093, or email caroldalbeck@gmail.com. 

Operation Shoebox 

mailto:caroldalbeck@gmail.com


 

 

Remember our friends who are homebound or in a care facility 

by sending them a card to 

brighten their day: 

 
 

 

 

Gerri Bittner 
13341 SE 107 Terr. 
Ocklawaha, FL 32179 
 

Al Bunce 
1626 Bay Meadows Lane 
Lady Lake, FL 32159 

Gene Pratt 
3131 TCU Blvd. 
Orlando, FL 32817 
 

Eleanor Redding 
16161 SE 117 Ave. 
P.O. Box 96 
Weirsdale, FL 32195 
 

Marilyn Smith 
15020 SE 140th Ave. Rd. 
Weirsdale, FL 32195 

Dick Hendren sends a  note of thanks to all: 

 

Congregation, 

In our present day and fast moving world, the expression of thanks and appreciation are prone to be over-

looked.  I just wanted to take a quick moment to thank all of you for your recent thoughts and prayers 

during my recent illness.  They were greatly appreciated by myself as well as my wife Sandy. 

Thanx again. 

Dick Hendren 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
1. Cathie Vibber who is back in a local hospital with a serious infection 

due to a compromised immune system.  Pray for her family who is 

there for unending support also. 

2. Dick Hendren who is recovering at home from a stroke. 

3. Audrey Stangle who is improving but still needs our prayers. 

 

 
For further prayer requests, contact the following: 

Alice Ralph  347-6647 

Linda Spence 653-8835 

Marie Oille  750-6452 



 

 

Phone: 352-821-2757 

Fax: 352-821-3554 

E-mail: weirsdalepres@yahoo.com 

 

16303 SE 137th Court 

P. O. Box 269 

Weirsdale, FL 32195 

W E I R S D A L E  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  

C H U R C H  

Our Mission:   

Bring People to Christ 

Develop our Discipleship 

 

 
 

 
Nov. 28, THANKSGIVING  (Office closed) 
Dec. 1, Small Groups Study  THE SHACK, 9:00AM 
Dec. 1, Holy Communion & 1st Sunday of Advent, 10:30AM 
Dec. 1, DEADLINE for getting Poinsettia orders in 
Dec. 3, Small Group Study  THE SHACK, 10:00AM 
Dec. 3, Tuesday Time Out, Noon 
Dec. 4, Boy Scouts, 7:30PM 
Dec. 5, Women's Bible Study, 10:00AM 
Dec. 5, Choir Chimes Rehearsal, 1:30PM 
Dec. 5, Choir Rehearsal, 3:00PM 
Dec. 7, DEACONS Meet, 9:00 AM 
Dec. 8, Small Groups Study  THE SHACK, 9:00AM 
Dec. 8, 2nd Sunday of Advent, 10:30AM 
Dec. 8, DEADLINE for getting Deacons Angel Tree gifts in 
Dec. 10, Small Group Study  THE SHACK, 10:00AM 
Dec. 10, Tuesday Time Out, Noon 
Dec. 11, Boy Scouts, 7:30PM 
Dec. 12, Women's Bible Study, 10:00AM 
Dec. 12, Choir Chimes Rehearsal, 1:30PM 
Dec. 12, Choir Rehearsal, 3:00PM 
Dec. 14, New Officer Training, 9AM-Noon 
Dec. 15, Small Groups Study  THE SHACK, 9:00AM 
Dec. 15, 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Dec. 15, Session Meets, 12:00PM, Sr. High Classroom 
Dec. 17, Small Group Study  THE SHACK, 10:00AM 
Dec. 17, Tuesday Time Out, Noon 
Dec. 17, Love Inc. Sanctuary Christmas Tour of Weirsdale  
   Presbyterian Church, 5:00PM 
Dec. 18, Sr. Singles Christmas Party, 5:00 PM 
Dec. 18, Boy Scouts, 7:30PM 
Dec. 19, Women's Bible Study, 10:00AM 
Dec. 19, Choir Chimes Rehearsal, 1:30PM 
Dec. 19, Choir Rehearsal, 3:00PM 
Dec. 21, Deacons Angel Tree Families pick up gifts & meals 
Dec. 22, NO Small Groups Study  THE SHACK 
Dec. 22, 4th Sunday of Advent, 10:30AM 
Dec. 22, Ordination / Installation  During worship 
Dec. 24, NO Small Group Study  THE SHACK 
Dec. 24, NO Tuesday Time Out 
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve Worship Service,  7:00 pm 
Dec. 24, 25 & 26, Office closed 

Dates to Remember 

 Did you know that 
United Way has a free 
resource & referral 
helpline?   
 

Available 24 hours a day/7 days a week, confi-
dential, and multilingual.  Callers link to local 
resources ranging from: FOOD, RENT, UTIL-
ITY ASSISTANCE, ELDER HELP, and much 
more.  

 
 

 
 

CHURCH EMAIL ADDRESS 

 
Keep our troops in your prayers and pray for  

a safe return of all who are on foreign soils. 

Dates to Remember  (cont’d) 

Dec. 26, NO Choir Chimes or Choir Rehearsals 
Dec. 29, NO Small Groups Study  THE SHACK 
Dec. 29, Worship Service, 10:30AM 
Dec. 31, No Small Group Study  THE SHACK 
Dec. 31, No Tuesday Time Out 
Dec. 31-Jan 1,  New Year  Office closed 
Jan.   4, DEACONS Meet 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://unitedwaylee.org/NewJJ211Logo.GIF&imgrefurl=http://unitedwaylee.org/211.html&h=746&w=1528&sz=214&tbnid=dyBMg1FDUQ867M:&tbnh=60&tbnw=123&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dunited%2Bway%2B211%2Blogo%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&

