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Chatting with Charlie – February, 2015 

Last evening we celebrated the beginning of Lent with a fellowship supper followed by our Ash 

Wednesday service. As usual we were blessed to be joined by many of the leaders, parents and Boy 

Scouts of our own Troop 113. We were called to acknowledge and confront our mortality - individ-

ually and corporately. That was symbolized through the imposition of ashes—placing a cross of 

ashes on one’s forehead – as the words: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Gen. 3:19) 

were repeated again and again. The ashes symbolize the dust and broken debris of our lives as well 

as the reality that eventually each of us will die.  

The fleshly hunger that we feel as the result of our fasting should remind us that hunger for God 

is our truly healthy state.  An empty stomach gives us hope that our hearts may become empty 

enough to receive God who is our only satisfying food.  

We have the opportunity to help people in need or distress. We can give money and visit the 

sick, the lonely, people in prison. As we reach out to others, we are made a bit more compassionate 

and our lives are changed forever.  

Perhaps we pray more than usual during the forty days of Lent. As we pray hopefully we recog-

nize the generosity of God, who gladly accepts what we want to pray. In the end we find that 

through our prayers God has changed us and helps us recognize ourselves for who we really are.  

As you spend time alone with God during your Lenten journey, I hope you will once again be 

guided by the words of Edwina Gateley’s poem Let Y our God Love Y ou - Be silent.  Be still. 

Alone, empty before your God.  Say nothing.  Ask nothing.  Be silent.  Be still. 

Let your God look upon you.  That is all.  God knows.  God understands.  God loves you with an 

enormous love and only wants to look upon you with that love.  Quiet.  Still.  Be.  Let Your God  

Love you. 

As we press onto the most glorious day of the year, Easter Sunday April 5th, please also take the 

opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice that Christ made on the Cross for you and give thanks to God 

for graciously enabling you to place your faith and trust in Him as your Lord and Savior and to be 

united with our Triune God and your fellow believers for eternity. Lest we forget Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  

May your Lenten Journey be focused on truly loving our Triune God and our neighbors as guid-

ed by the Holy Spirit.  Your brother in Christ, Charlie  



 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF STATED SESSION MEETING    February, 2015 
 

 

 Buildings & Grounds will be obtaining bids for lawn service. 

 Adult Sunday school class began a study of Colossians and Philemon on February 15th. 

 The new computers were installed in the Church office successfully. 

 There will be a student from Columbia Seminary joining us to help lead Worship on March 15th. 

 All members are encouraged to join a Committee and be involved in the “Life of the Church”. 

 
        Respectfully submitted by Sue Cordle, Clerk of Session 

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 
 

The Boy Scout Troop #113 took over the church service on February 8th.  They posted the colors, read the 
scriptures, led the prayers, explained the meaning of the scout laws, took the offering and after all of that, 
served us a delicious spaghetti dinner. 
Troop leader Bud Boyer reported that a preliminary count of 2,150 people were served on Sunday and 300 on 
Monday.  Approximately 4000 tickets were sold. 
Good job, scouts, leaders and all parents and friends involved in the entire day! 
 

The Voice of Marion was present that day and wrote a detailed report with pictures of the entire event. 



 

 

The Presbytery of St. Augustine 
Presbytery Meeting Highlights 

Winter Stated Meeting 
Saturday, February 7, 2015 

 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all and through all and in all.”   
Ephesians 4:4-6 
 
The Presbytery of St. Augustine held its Winter stat-
ed Meeting on Saturday, February 7, 2015, at the 
Community Presbyterian Church in Atlantic Beach, 
Florida.  Just a few blocks from the sparkling blue 
ocean, we greeted one another, registered and found 
our seats in the fellowship hall for the opening of 
the meeting.  Ruling Elder Moderator Cynthia Gra-
ham (Lakewood) called the meeting to order with 
prayer at 9:00 AM, and Peyton Hopkins (Associate 
Pastor at the Community Church) offered poetic 
welcome.  Our attendance—including visitors and 
corresponding members—was approximately 175. 
 
Morning worship was in a contemporary style, and 
our musicians included an enthusiastic children’s 
choir.  After reading Leviticus 19:33-34, Moderator 
Graham brought the morning message (“Radical 
Hospitality”).  She shared many stories of migration 
from scripture and invited us to consider the issues 
of immigration with the foundation of God’s love 
for people who migrate. 
 
Following the morning message, we remembered by 
name and gave thanks to God for the teaching and 
ruling elders of our presbytery who died during 
2014.  More than $1,100 was received in the morn-
ing offering, which was designated for the Jamaica 
Ecumenical Mutual Mission.  During our joyful 
time in worship, we celebrated the Lord’s Supper 
and followed the benediction into an intentional 
time of fellowship with a variety of snacks and bev-
erages. 
 
After fellowship, we gathered in the church’s histor-
ic sanctuary for the rest of the meeting.  During the 
meeting, we: 
 

 Received and welcomed five new teach-
ing elders into our presbytery:  George 
Head (Palatka First); Charles Freeman 
(Grace in Gainesville); Holly Medearis 
(at-large); Bill Russell (honorably re-
tired); and Craig Davies (honorably re-
tired and temporary supply at Arlington) 

 Approved our new Inquirers for minis-
try:  James Kendrick (Palms), Scott Stu-
art (Gainesville First) and Page Walwik 
(Palatka First) 

 Approved the retirement of Sam CcCoy 
and shared memories and a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the lives of Sheryl Lynn 
Frazier (1968-2014) and Oscar Floyd 
Hooker (1922-2014) 

 Admitted to record the transfer of mem-
bers Laura Joost-Kuhn to Santa Fe Pres-
bytery and Tara Thompson to Tampa 
Bay Presbytery 

 Approved to recommendations of the 
Administrative Commission for the First 
Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville to 
dismiss the congregation to ECO; A 
Covenant Order of Evangelical Presby-
terians (ECO) and to transfer Robert 
Morris’s presbytery membership to ECO 

 Approved the transfer of Jesse Alexander 
(at-large member) to ECO 

 Considered and approved each of the 
proposed amendments to our Book of 
Order, with a counted vote of 69-35-1 for 
Amendment 14-F (the section on mar-
riage in the Directory for Worship) 

 Received an update on the work of tran-
sition within the presbytery (including 
the upcoming “holy listening” visits) and 
re-designated the work and the name of 
the transition team as “Discernment and 
Design” 

 Approved the 2015 operating budget 
(will be posted on our website soon on 
the Administration and Finance Commit-
tee page) 

 Approved the sale of the property on 
Normandy Blvd. in Jacksonville that was 
previously occupied by the Nueva Es-
peranza congregation which is now shar-
ing the facilities at the Kirkwood Church 

 Approved the appointment of an admin-
istrative commission to work with the 
Northside Presbyterian Church 
(Jacksonville) regarding its session’s re-
quest for a proposed closing of that 
church 

 Elected officers, committee and commis-
sion members including our new Moder-
ator-in-Nomination, the Rev. Jeff Welch 
(Dunnellon) 



 

 

 Received oral reports concerning Presby-
terian Women (Patti Phillips, PW Mod-
erator—Branford); the Mutual Mission 
Committee (Sheldon Steen—Jasper); 
Montgomery Presbyterian Conference 
Center (Jim Montgomery, Operating 
Board Moderator—South Jacksonville—
and Terry Patterson, Executive Director); 
the College Conference at Montreat and 
plans for Presbytery Enrichment (Emily 
Proctor—Riverside) 

 Received additional reports from the 
stated clerk, committees and commis-
sions of the presbytery and approved 
proposed actions. 

 
The Community church served us a delicious lunch 
of a green salad, chicken salad on croissant rolls, 
chips and cookies.  Old and new friends enjoyed the 
table fellowship as the perfect break during a meet-
ing that was (a bit) longer than usual!  At the end of 
the meeting, we installed, charged and prayed for 
our new Presbytery Moderator The Rev. Cynthia 
Montgomery, who will lead the presbytery in that 
role until the 2016 Winter Meeting.  Ruling Elder 
Ralph Moulder (Starke First) is now our Moderator 
Elect, as Cynthia Graham transitions to Presbytery 
Council Moderator.  Transitional Executive Presby-
ter Steve Benz gave his report just before the close 
of the meeting, highlighting our need for community 
and the upcoming “holy listening” training and vis-
its.  The meeting was closed with prayer at approxi-
mately 3:40 PM. 
 
The 2015 Spring Stated Meeting of the Presbytery 
of St. Augustine will be held at Montgomery Pres-
byterian Conference Center near Starke, Florida, on 
May 5, 2015, at 9:00 AM. 
 
Invitation to Host:  We are looking for a church or 
group of churches to host the Presbytery’s 2016 
Winter Stated Meeting on Saturday, February 6.  
The meeting space needs to accommodate 140-190 
attendees for welcoming refreshments, worship, 
business meeting, lunch and parking.  Space is also 
needed for several table displays.  If you have ques-
tions or would like to volunteer your church (or a 
partnership of churches in your area), please contact 
the Stated Clerk, Sandra Hedrick (cell:  904-612-
9766) or the Transitional Executive Presbyter Steve 
Benz (904-733-8277 X 125) by March 17, 2015. 

 
Questions?:  It will be my pleasure to answer any 
questions you may have about these brief highlights 
or to provide you or your congregation/session with 
more information.  I can be reached at san-
dra@staugpres.org or on my cell phone:       (904) 
612-9766.  Also, you are welcome to contact our 
Transitional Executive Presbyter Steve Benz at ste-
ve@staugpres.org and (904) 733-8277 x125 or cell 
phone:  (904) 608-0948. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Alexandra (Sandra) Hedrick 
Stated Clerk—Presbytery of St. Augustine 
The Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 
Prepared:  February 9, 2015 
 



 

 

                             ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Forms for altar flowers for 2015 are in the document boxes in the 
Narthex.  Won’t you consider signing up for a couple Sundays in this 
new year?  March 15 & 22nd and May 17, 24 & 31 are upcoming 
dates that need sponsorship.  The flowers are still only $25.00.   

Women’s Bible Study Starts  
New Study Guide 

 
On February 12th, the Thursday 
Bible Study group began a new 
study guide. 
Reconciling Paul, A Contempo-
rary Study of             2 Corin-
thians (2014/15 Horizons Bible 
Study) 
 

Paul’s writings are some of the 
most influential in Christianity.  
We will consider Paul’s letters 

afresh in light of today’s issues.  Living in a 
world today that is experiencing such change, it 
is sometimes difficult to keep our integrity.  Paul 
wrestled with change and tried to live as authen-
tically as possible.  Writer Elizabeth    Hinson-
Hasty presents ideas from Paul’s letter that she 
feels will help us relate to the changes we face 
today.  
 

Everyone is invited, and if you would like a 
study guide book, please contact Cathie Vibber 
at 352-208-1362. 

Community of Gratitude, Inc. 
 

The Community of Gratitude is grateful for all 
donations received from our 
congregation.  They continu-
ously need whatever you can 
supply them with.  That in-
cludes any non-perishables 
and personal toiletries.   
 
They are pleased to inform 
you that they have served the 

following: 
 
NOVEMBER, 2014 
     Total Individuals   802 
     Number of Households  311 
     Equivalent to   7920 meals 
     Children Aged-0-17  217 
 
DECEMBER, 2014 
     Total Individuals   836 
     Number of Households  333 
     Equivalent to  75243 meals 
     Children Aged 0-17  216 

MARCH 8th 
2:00 AM 

Spring Forward! 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 
There are plenty of opportunities to host fellowship after our Sun-
day morning worship services.  All of April is available as well as 
May 3, 17 and June 14 & 28.  The sign-up sheet is in the kitchen on 
the bulletin board.  Make it a light snack and a drink and everyone 
will be very happy. 



 

 

Pauline Grippin & the Choir 
 

Thanks to our new choir director Pauline Grippin, we now have a choir! 
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6:00 in the Sanctuary, and there is al-
ways room for more participants; more male vocals would really be welcomed! 
 

If you need more information, Pauline can be reached at 518-577-0674 or at 
paulinecarl@aol.com. 

PROJECT:  WPC COOKBOOK 
 

Weirsdale Crafters have a new project:  a cook-
book full of Weirsdale 
Presbyterian Church reci-
pes.  This will be ready to 
sell at our coming Craft 
Fair on November 13th.  
Please gather your favor-
ite recipes:  Bread, Break-
fast, Appetizers, Soup and 
Salad, Main Dishes and 
Desserts  Turn them in to 

Diana Harris—load her down!  Write, type, 
email—just get them to her!! 
 

Diana Harris’s email address is   
tashamarie770@aol.com. 
You can also turn them into the office, and Linda 
will make sure Diana gets them. 

CRAFT BAZAAR MEETING 
 
We will be meeting Saturdays, March 14th 
and 28th, at 9:00 AM 
and every other week 
thereafter to work on 
our crafts in the craft 
room downstairs in 
Douglas Hall.  Those 
who don’t craft can 
help by packing and 
labeling crafts from 
our last show.   
 

Come enjoy the excite-
ment and  creativity!  
 

Elaine Rumpel   821-0055 

Lazy Man’s Bars (or) Magic Cookie Bars 

Mix & pat into a 9X13” pan:  1 1/2 C crushed graham 

crackers & 1/2 C Butter 

Mix together:   

 1  6 oz pkg of chocolate chips or combination of    

 both chocolate & butterscotch chips 

 1 C coconut 

 1 C finely chopped walnuts 

 1 can sweetened condensed milk 

  

Spoon mixture over the graham cracker mixture.  Bake at 

350º for approx. 25 minutes. 



 

 

 

     The sewing group which makes the ditty bags and 
     Christmas stockings for our troops stationed over 
     seas is meeting in Douglas Hall on the  second and 
     fourth Mondays each month.   
     March meetings will be on the 9th and 23rd. 
 
 

Your help is needed no matter what level of skill you have.  Some tasks include 
cutting, sewing, and crocheting. 
 

Diana Harris coordinates sewing sessions at church and delivers the items to 
Operation Shoebox.  She can be reached at 352-425-4351 or at 352-625-6021. 

 
From March, 2014 
 
Thank you. 
We received the stockings the day before Christmas 
here in Afghanistan and believe me when I say you 
have made many Marines happy with a little taste 
from home.  Thank you so very much.  It is Ameri-
cans like you all that is the reason why we continue 
to serve our beloved country.  Thanks to you and the 
Weirsdale Presbyterian Church, Marines are smiling 
on the day before Christmas. 
Thank you again. 
Sincerely, 
GySGT David Valentin and the US Marines  
Stationed on Camp Leatherneck Afghanistan. 

Receiving news from our troops is always a heart 
warming experience.  They love the ditty bags and 
Christmas stockings that are put together with such 
care and love for them, and they return their grate-
fulness with wonderful letters.  Here is one. 
 



 

 

Remember our friends who are homebound or in a care facility by 

sending them a card to brighten their day: 

Al Bunce 
1626 Bay Meadows Lane 
Lady Lake, FL 32159 
 

Gene Pratt 
3131 TCU Blvd. 
Orlando, FL 32817 

Eleanor Redding 
P.O. Box 96 
Weirsdale, FL 32195 
 

Marilyn Smith 
15020 SE 140th Ave. Rd. 
Weirsdale, FL 32195 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 
Please pray for the following: 
 

1.  Pray for healing and comfort for Renee and Chuck Owens.  Renee fell and  
    broke her pelvis. 
 

2.  Pray for healing for George Albright who is in the hospital. 
 

3.  Pray for travel blessings for Jim and Mary Ann Bristow.  Jim’s mother is very  
      ill and asks for prayers for the family. 
 

For further prayer requests, contact the following: 
Ann Myers     352-653-3319 

Robbie Bourque     (H) 352-391-9538    (C) 352-350-3750 

      INTERESTED IN JOINING THE PRAYER CHAIN? 
 

If you or someone you know are in need of prayer OR if you would be interested 
in joining and praying for those who request prayer, get in touch with Ann     
Myers at 653-3319 or Robbie Bourque at her home at 391-9538 or on her cell at 
350-3750. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for the Families of the Departed 
 

Recently our former pastor Dick McEuen and former member Dr. William Douglas went home to be with 
the Lord.  On Saturday, February 21st, we had a Service of Celebration for the life of former member Ma-
rie Brown. 
Please keep their families in your prayers during this time of sorrow. 



 

 

Phone: 352-821-2757 

Fax: 352-821-3554 

E-mail: weirsdalepres@gmail.com 

Website:  www.weirsdalepresbyterianchurch.org 

16303 SE 137th Court 

P. O. Box 269 

Weirsdale, FL 32195 

W E I R S D A L E  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  

C H U R C H  

Our Mission:   

Bring People to Christ 

Develop our Discipleship 

 
 
 

Mar 1,  Adult Sunday School, 9:00 AM 
Mar 1,  Sunday Worship & Communion, 10:30 AM 
Mar 1,  Fellowship, 11:30 AM 
Mar 3,  Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM 
Mar 4,  Small Groups, 10:00 AM & 2:00 PM 
Mar 4,  Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 PM 
Mar 4,  Boy Scouts, 7:30 PM 
Mar 5,  Women’s Bible Study, Douglas Hall, 10:00 AM 
Mar 7,  DEACONS Meet, 9:00 AM 
 

Mar 8,  SET CLOCKS FORWARD, 2:00 AM 
Mar 8,  Adult Sunday School, 9:00 AM 
Mar 8,  Sunday Worship, 10:30 AM 
Mar 8,  Fellowship, 11:30 AM 
Mar 9,  Sewing Group Op. Shoebox, 9:00 AM 
Mar 10,  Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM 
Mar 11,  Small Groups, 10:00 AM & 2:00 PM 
Mar 11,  Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 PM 
Mar 11,  Boy Scouts, 7:30 PM 
Mar 12,  Women’s Bible Study, Douglas Hall, 10:00 AM 
Mar 14,  Crafters for Craft Bazaar, Craft Rm, 9:00 AM 
 

Mar 15,  Adult Sunday School, 9:00 AM 
Mar 15,  Sunday Worship w/ Seminar Student  
    Preaching, 10:30 AM 
Mar 15,  SESSION Meets, 11:45 AM 
Mar 15,  Fellowship, 11:30 AM 
Mar 17,  Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM 
Mar 17,  DEADLINE for Newsletter Articles, 12:00 noon 
Mar 18,  Small Groups, 10:00 AM & 2:00 PM 
Mar 18,  Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 PM 
Mar 18,  Boy Scouts, 7:30 PM 
Mar 19,  Women’s Bible Study, Douglas Hall, 10:00 AM 
 

Mar 22,  Adult Sunday School, 9:00 AM 
Mar 22,  Sunday Worship, 10:30 AM 
                            With Frani & Men of Action 
Mar 22,  Fellowship  POTLUCK, 11:30 AM 
Mar 23,  Sewing Group Op. Shoebox, 9:00 AM 
Mar 24,  Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM 
Mar 25,  Small Groups, 10:00 AM & 2:00 PM 
Mar 25,  Choir Rehearsal, 4:30 PM 

Dates to Remember 

Love INC 
Help with bills, housing, clothing and food 

Monday—Thursday:  9 AM to Noon 
352-245-8774 or 352-245-5632 

 

Community of Gratitude 
Emergency Food Pantry 
Tuesday  10AM to Noon 
Thursday  1PM to 3PM 

Saturday  10AM to Noon 
352-288-3499 

Mar 25,  Boy Scouts, 7:30 PM 
Mar 26,  Women’s Bible Study, Douglas Hall, 10:00 AM 
Mar 28,  Crafters for Craft Bazaar, Craft Rm., 9:00 AM  
 

Mar 29,  Adult Sunday School, 9:00 AM 
Mar 29,  Sunday Worship, 10:30 AM 
Mar 29,  Fellowship, 11:30 
Mar 31,  Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM 

Check Us Out—-Keep in Touch! 
 

www.weirsdalepresbyterianchurch.org 
 

weirsdalepres@gmail.com 


