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The

Church Mouse
Chatting with Charlie – September 2013

As we begin our second year together I wanted begin again with our church’s Mission Statement, which is to bring
people to Christ and develop our discipleship. Our Reformed theology has been summed up as God initiates and we
respond. God does the heavy lifting. All we have to do is trust and obey.
The essence of our Christianity is laid out in the Great Commission and the Great Commandments. Matthew 28:1920 (NRSV) says “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.” (Emphasis added) Our Triune God is always there for us and desires that we spread
the good news of Jesus Christ in thought, word and deed. As Disciples of Christ we need to learn from the Master
Teacher and the commandments He has given us.
Matthew 22:36-39 (NRSV) says “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”
We need to love our Triune God with our whole being and as guided by the Holy Spirit reach out in Christian love
to those God places in our path by (1) bringing them to Christ and (2) developing ours and their discipleship. So how
do we do that?
Invite a friend to attend our Sunday morning worship service – As a Christian, there is no greater gift than to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ with a friend or loved one. In worship the Spirit of God quickens people to an awareness of God’s grace and moves them to respond by calling upon God and committing their lives to God’s reign in the
world
Participate in our Small Group Study – On Sunday we began our study that is based on pertinent theological issues
raised in The Shack. For each session you will be asked to skim the chapter in advance prior to us discussing meaningful issues. By so doing we can learn from the Master Teacher and the commandments He has given us.
As we move forward may we trust and obey our Triune God. Your brother in Christ, Charlie.

Session Highlights, Sunday, September 15, 2013
The Prayer Chain will now be reported to Church members through an email from the office as well as by
phone.
The Church is scheduled to be pressure washed and painted in early November.
Fellowship hosts are needed for a few dates this year still.
The Church website is being updated.
The Nominating Committee is working to fill Church leadership spots for the term beginning in 2014.
Respectfully Submitted by Sue Cordle, Clerk of Session

_____________________________________________________

I am publishing the church newsletter now and will look forward to
your input on news and announcements. If you want an ad published,
please notify me at the church office (821-2757) or send an email to
weirsdalepres@yahoo.com. When sent by email, note “Church
Mouse” in the subject line of the letter. Deadlines for receipt of information for the newsletters are the Tuesdays after the Session meets
each month.
I am looking forward to keeping you informed of the most current events in the
church.
Linda Spatta

2013 SUMMER RECAP
When I started working in the office at Weirsdale Presbyterian Church in March, someone
told me that the summers would be slow and lazy and not a lot would be happening but I
found that to be quite the opposite.
June 2, there was an Eagle Scout Court for William Dakota Clifford.
Harvest Happenings continued through the summer collecting items, refurbishing and creating new arts and crafts for the festival this Fall. They were also treated to a visit to Steve
Lytle’s work shop where they were able to have hands-on experience with ceramics.
In June, the church received new members Linda Clarke, Marty LaHue, Ilene Newton, Gary
and Linda Spatta and Virginia Suppers.
While the choir took a break, choral music was provided by different groups throughout the
summer. Soloists John Wright, Linda Spence, and Mary Grant performed at different services. Visiting groups The Village Gospel Quartet and the Men of Action Choir participated
in Sunday morning worship services. Also the counselors from Camp Montgomery joined us
for their jubilant singing and sharing of their experiences at the Camp. Our own Men’s Chorus sang patriotic songs to celebrate Independence Day.
The Boy Scouts of Troup #113 attended the National Jamboree.
The annual collection for school supplies for Stanton Weirsdale Elementary School was a
great success. We contributed 28 bags of school supplies and collected $453.50 for the purchase of more items needed.
The Church Directory is being updated and will be available soon.
Our website is also being updated.
The cancelled postage stamp program has been discontinued.
The kitchen gals had a Douglas Hall clean-up day so everything there was spic and span for
the Sunday Fellowship gatherings and for the resumed Tuesday Time Out group.
Sr. Singles enjoyed a river boat tour and dinner afterwards at Stumpknockers Restaurant.
So it was a fun and busy summer! Now we look forward to the Fall. Welcome back to all of
our snowbirds and vacationers!
Linda Spatta

SHADOW BOXES
All of the shadow boxes have been sold and will be available for pick up on Sunday, October 6th
and October 13th at Douglas Hall. The cost is $50.00 If you are writing a check, please make it
payable to WPC—Harvest Happenings. We have orders for the following individuals:
George Albright (5)
Bud Boyer (4)
Mike Row (3)
Jean McDaniel
Steve Lytle
Chuck Owens
Carol Matthews
Gertie Parise
Ilene Newton
David Scobie
Lee McNutt
Charles Gray (4)

Dennis Bourque
Jim Stangle
Bill Correll
Lois Drobac
Brian Farley
Dick Rice
Linda Spence
Marie Oille
Jennings Rou (4)
Nancy Abshire (2)
Sara Jane Vincent
Mary Linda Bergman

Please call Elaine Rumpel at 821-0055 if you have any questions.

HARVEST HAPPENINGS
The Craft Bazaar will be held on Friday and Saturday, November 15th and 16th, from 9:00 AM
to 5:00 PM. Much help will be needed with cleaning Douglas Hall, setting up, sales, greeters,
kitchen help and making our tasty baked goods for sale. The proceeds will benefit the beautification of Douglas Hall.
Flyers will be available for the event beginning Sunday, October 6. Please pick up a hand full
and begin chatting it up with your friends, neighbors and clubs you attend. Ask businesses you
frequent to display the ad.
This event will be successful if we ask people to come. We believe everyone will be pleasantly
surprised at the beautiful and diverse merchandise available.
Thank you so much for your help.
Robbie Bourque
352-391-9538

Elaine Rumpel
352-821-0055

Sandy Karlein
352– 259-6293

Operation Shoebox

Our sewing group is ready to start sewing Christmas Stockings for our troops who are looking forward to receiving packages from home.

We have over 200 stockings ready to sew and more on the way...in the 400 to 500 range. We need to
get these completed by the first or second week of December for Operation Shoebox to get them filled
and in the mail.
We are looking for new sewers to join our group in sewing at home instead of in Douglas Hall. The sewing is simple and instructions are provided.
I will bring stocking kits with me to church, will deliver to your home or other convenient meeting place
and also will pick up your completed stockings.
Letters we receive from the troops show their great appreciation for their gifts and also for our continued
support and love in making the ditty bags and stockings.
Thanks to all who contribute to our efforts. With your help, our group will put smiles on the faces of our
troops around the world. It’s a great feeling!
Please call Carol Dalbeck at 352-307-2093 for more information or to join the group.

FROM THE TROOPS
Many notes of appreciation have been sent to Operation Shoebox by our troops stationed overseas. Here
are a couple.
Dear Mary Anne Kroes,
Hello, I am CW4 Allan A. Amos Jr. currently stationed in Kuwait. I would like to say thank you and
your church members for the Christmas stockings that the soldiers received from your church. Not being
able to be home with loved ones, family and friends, it is very good to know that the people at home are
supporting us. We greatly appreciate your church taking the time out of your busy schedules to share a
piece of yourselves (stockings) with us. Every one of us in the ARCENT G1 say thank you and May God
continue to bless each and every one of you as you have blessed us.
Allan A. Amos Jr.
CWR, ARGENT G1, Kuwait
Hi Mary Anne!
I want to thank you for the wonderful “ditty bag” and the amazing story behind the awesome evolution of their creation! As I prepare to go home for Christmas after a very challenging mission in the VAE
(7 months) I am in tears, joyful ones, for the love you and your many volunteers have given military members! I am a Coast Guard Reservist deployed with a Navy Unit out of Seal Beach, CA. I live in WA State
and am a Police Lt. with the City of Bellevue Police Dept., where I’ve worked for 21 years. My husband
anxiously awaits my return! Bless you for your love & lovely bags!
Lisa Patricelli

REMINDER:
LOVE INC.: The red cans in the Narthex and in
Douglas Hall are available for your loose change and
bills.
The Food Pantry always accepts your donations. Nonperishables and personal toiletries can be placed in the
baskets in the Narthex or in Douglas Hall.
Thank you for your support.

Boy Scout Troop #113 is cooking their annual, authentic
“camp-out” style breakfast on October 6 after the worship
service.
There will be lots of food so plan to be very hungry!
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend!

CHILI LUNCHEON
The DEACONS will have their annual Chili fundraiser
for Love INC on October 13. They are preparing a chili
lunch at fellowship time which will consist of chili and
white chili (made with chicken instead of beef) with all
the fixings of chopped onion, chopped tomato, sour
cream, grated cheese and of course hot sauce. Crackers,
corn chips, drinks and dessert will also be provided.
There is no set fee for the lunch and everyone is asked to
donate as they see fit.

Eleanor Redding thanks the congregation for the lovely birthday cards she received on her
90th birthday. It helped make her day special. Thanks and God’s Blessing for the congregation.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
1. Mary Ann Correll is experiencing blurred vision. This is expected
to be temporary (5-6 weeks). Pray for patience and healing.
2. Marilyn Smith has been bed ridden for a year and has an infection
that has been slow to heal. Pray for healing.
3. Mary Grant’s daughter-in-law Suzanne had leukemia that has now
turned into lymphoma. Pray for God’s intervention to heal and also
for her relationship with God.
4. Cathy Skoff has two nieces who are having physical problems and
a brother who had spinal surgery. Pray for their recovery.
5. Pat Bunce has cancer. Pray for her and her family.
6. Cathy Vibber suffers with bone cancer. Pray for her and her family.
For further prayer requests, contact the following:
Alice Ralph 347-6647
Linda Spence 653-8835
Marie Oille 750-6452

Remember our friends who are homebound or in a care facility
by sending them a card to
Gene Pratt
brighten their day:
3131 TCU Blvd.
Orlando, FL 32817

Gerri Bittner
13341 SE 107 Terr.
Ocklawaha, FL 32179
Al Bunce
1626 Bay Meadows Lane
Lady Lake, FL 32159

Eleanor Redding
16161 SE 117 Ave.
P.O. Box 96
Weirsdale, FL 32195
Marilyn Smith
15020 SE 140th Ave. Rd.
Weirsdale, FL 32195

W E I R S D A L E
P R E S B Y T E R I A N
C H U R C H
16303 SE 137th Court
P. O. Box 269
Weirsdale, FL 32195
Phone: 352-821-2757
Fax: 352-821-3554
E-mail: weirsdalepres@yahoo.com

Our Mission:
Bring People to Christ
Develop our Discipleship

Dates to Remember
Oct. 1, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Oct. 3, Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 AM
Oct. 5, Deacons Meet, 9:00 AM
Oct. 5, Harvest Happenings Crafters, 9:00 AM
Oct. 6, Small Groups The Shack, 9:00 AM
Oct. 6, Boy Scout Breakfast for Fellowship
Oct. 8, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Oct. 8, Small Group The Shack, 5:00 PM
Oct. 10, Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 AM
Oct. 12, Harvest Happenings Crafters, 9:0AM
Oct. 13, Small Groups The Shack, 9:00 AM
Oct. 13, Deacon’s Chili Fundraiser for Fellowship
Oct. 15, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Oct. 15, Small Groups The Shack, 5:00 PM
Oct. 16, Sr. Singles—TBA, 5:00 PM
Oct. 17, Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 AM
Oct. 19, Harvest Happenings Crafters, 9:00 AM
Oct. 20, Small Groups The Shack, 9:00 AM
Oct. 20, Session Meets, 11:45 AM
Oct. 22, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Oct. 22, Small Group The Shack, 5:00 PM
Oct. 24, Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 AM
Oct. 26, Harvest Happenings Crafters, 9:00 AM
Oct. 27, Small Groups The Shack, 9:00 AM
Oct. 27, A Potluck for Fellowship
Oct. 29, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Oct. 29, Small Group The Shack, 5:00 PM
Oct. 31, Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 AM

CHURCH EMAIL ADDRESS
We are at: weirsdalepres@yahoo.com
Did you know that
United Way has a free
resource & referral
helpline?
Available 24 hours a day/7 days a week, confidential, and multilingual. Callers link to local
resources ranging from: FOOD, RENT, UTILITY ASSISTANCE, ELDER HELP, and much
more.

Keep our troops in your prayers and pray for
a safe return of all who are on foreign soils.

