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This coming Sunday is the first Sunday in Advent and in the Church Year. Advent means coming and is
a time when we wait and watch for the coming of our Lord. We look forward to both the birth of our Lord
and the time when he will come again and make all things new. Advent is a time of anticipation and preparation when we are called to keep our light burning as we look for the coming of the Lord.
We decorated our sanctuary with evergreens last Sunday which reminds us that God is everywhere and
everlasting. There are also strings of light, reminding us that Jesus is the light of the world and encouraging
us to shine with the light and love of Jesus Christ as we have been strung together in community.
This Sunday we will light the Hope candle of the Advent wreath as we prepare our hearts for the joy
and gladness of Jesus’ coming. On the second Sunday of Advent we will light the Peace candle as we remember that Jesus is the only giver of lasting peace and is always with us. The next Sunday we light the
Joy candle as we praise God for the fulfillment of His promise of a Savior and what that means in our
lives. On the Fourth Sunday in Advent we light the Love candle as we strive to follow in Christ's footsteps
and know God’s love and show it in our lives.
The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birthday of our King and our Savior, Jesus
Christ. Recognizing that this world can be dark and cold, we look forward to the coming of the light that
brings both light and warmth. At the end of the service on Christmas Eve we will use the Christ candle to
light our own individual candles as the light and love of God fills the room. We recognize that it is the light
of Christ that expels the darkness from our lives and fills us with the warmth of the love of God. Therefore
let us share the light and love of the God in our homes, communities, and all of creation. Let us shine our
lights as we prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
Elaine, Streeter and I pray that you will have a blessed holiday season while reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas and giving thanks to God for all the blessings He has bestowed on us and will in the future. Indeed as brothers and sisters we should be the most joyous people on earth. May you have a Merry
Christmas and best wishes for a Happy New Year. Charlie

HIGHLIGHTS OF CALLED SESSION MEETINGS October, 2014


The Session approved changes to the by-laws which were voted in place at the October 26th Congregational meeting.



We welcomed four new members into our Church family Sunday morning, Nov. 16th.



Some of the bases has been replaced and stabilized on the railings around the property.



Charlie will be leading the Boy Scouts “God and Country” session which will kick off January 28th.



We have invited a representative of Love, INC to join us on January 25th and make a presentation at
Fellowship.



Stewardship and Finance Committee is working to finalize Pastor Charlie’s Terms of Call for next
year.



New church officer training class will be held Dec. 13th.



The computers in the church need to be upgraded. Session approved that a sub-committee should
move forward with researching this.
Respectfully submitted by Sue Cordle, Clerk of Session

New Members
On November 16th, we welcomed four new members to our church family. .

Don & Birdie Roberts

Walt & Pam Roland

LOVE INC. Update
Time is getting short and WE NEED YOUR HELP! Christmas Blessings this
year will be held on Saturday, December 20, from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM at LOVE
INC’s Haggai House and Grandma & Grandpa’s House on the Ocklawaha United
Methodist Church Campus. Please go through your gently used items of jewelry,
accessories, leather goods, shirts, blouses, etc. and donate them for adult Christmas gifts. Children become so excited when they can choose Christmas gifts for
their parents and are happy to wrap them with “real” wrapping paper and bows.
Deadline for collecting these items is December 14th. Please give them to Robbie
Bourque or Marie Oille so they will be designated as gifts. For the Christmas
Blessing event this year, over 200 families are expected to be seen throughout the
day and help is needed in all areas. You can help kids shop and wrap gifts for
their parents, help kids with crafts, etc….so much to do and always lots of fun for
everyone. You can set your time that is convenient with you. Call Carolyn
Meltzner at 352-245-8774 or let Robbie Bourque or Marie Oille know if you are
willing to participate.
Gas Can Ministry continues to need your support. On your way out of church or
Douglas Hall, look for the red gas can and empty your pockets or change purses
of loose change. This money helps those clients who cannot afford gas for doctor
appointments, job interviews, etc. Last month our church collected $26.50 for
this ministry.
If you have any questions or would like additional information regarding
LOVE INC, please contact either Robbie Bourque (352-391-9538) or Marie Oille,
(352-750-6452) the CMC’s (Church Ministry Coordinators) from our church.
Submitted by Marie Oille

Community of Gratitude
Linda Kafader, Executive Director of the Community of Gratitude,
visited us November 2nd to update us on the current activities of
the Food Pantry.
Did you know that the Food Pantry was established by Weirsdale
Presbyterian Church and a boy scout working on his Eagle Scout
badge in 2003? This year, from January through October, 3068 families were served—that included a
large number of children.
The Pantry is always in need of peanut butter, jelly, cereal and applesauce. Other popular items include
pastas, boxed meals, soaps of all kinds (shampoo, bath, laundry), toothpastes, baby products and so
forth.
The pets are not forgotten either. Though Food Pantry does not supply pet foods through their budget,
they will accept donations for distribution.
Volunteers are always needed and gratefully appreciated. There are stockers and packers, administrators, computer techs, kitchen help, and a treasurer, and they can always put someone else to work. The
regular volunteers usually put in about 200-300 hours a month.
Food Pantry was blessed with a much needed new roof, new ceilings and some new flooring this year.
Please remember that Food Pantry Sunday is always the first Sunday of each month, and your donations
can be left in the box in Douglas Hall. Thank you for your faithful support.

The Deacons’ Angel Tree
The Gift Tree with tags is up in the Narthex. If you wish to purchase a child a
gift, please take a tag and return the unwrapped gift with the attached card and
gift receipt to Douglas Hall. Place your item in the numbered box corresponding to the family tag number on your tag. These gifts need to be to the
church by Dec. 7th. You can make a child very happy on Christmas morning!

We are taking orders for the Christmas poinsettias to decorate the Sanctuary for December. Order forms
are in the doc boxes in the Narthex. The plants are $5.00 each and all orders must be in by December 7th.

BOY SCOUT BREAKFAST
Sunday, Nov. 9th, was the
annual Boy Scout breakfast.
They served all of our favorites breakfast foods and everyone walked away full and
happy.
Great job, Scouts!

Frani Moir and the Mens’ Choral Groups Return
Frani and the Village View Gospel Quartet joined us in October, the Men of Action were with us in November, and
now, December 14th, she and both choral groups will return
and celebrate with Christmas music during the worship service AND in Douglas Hall during a Potluck Fellowship.
This should be a very special morning of music and celebration! Everyone is welcome.

ART CLASSES
1

Diana’s art class for Dec. 27th has been postponed to January 24th, 2015.
It is the final art class on the schedule and will be all about reverse glass
painting on framed glass. Frames and glass will be available.
The fee is only $10.00 so give her a call at 425-4351 to reserve your spot.
CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY
The church clean-up day was a huge success and so many things were accomplished. All the palm trees
and the roses out front were trimmed. The rose garden was spruced up. Outside lights in front of senior
center and lower Douglas Hall were replaced. The leaking pipe was dug up and fixed. The Sanctuary was
polished. The chairs and tables in Douglas Hall were wiped down. There were 17 people and 3 scouts
who showed up to do all of this work.
They were rewarded with a wonderful lunch including 15 bean soup (made by Don!), corn bread, biscuits,
cookies and beverages.

CONSECRATION SUNDAY
November 30th
The Session and the Stewardship and Finance Committee (SFC) kicked off our Stewardship Campaign on November 9th.
Our Session, Deaconate and SFC members made pledges resulting in 37% of the anticipated budget for 2015. They ask that you follow their lead by making your own 2015 financial commitment.
If you have not done so yet, please review your “2015 Financial Faith Statement”, and
present it to the Lord on or before Consecration Sunday.
Your prayerful consideration and continued faithfulness is a blessing to us all.

SENIOR SINGLES VISITING THE ORANGE BLOSSOM IN DECEMBER
The seniors have decided to go out to dinner in December. The
date has been changed from Dec. 17 to Dec. 10th.
They will be eating at the recently renovated and re-opened Orange
Blossom Country Club Restaurant.
You need to call Betty McEuen for a reservation. 245-9412.

DECEMBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Head Usher:
Liturgist:
Communion Set Up:
Communion Servers:

David Vincent
Bud Boyer
Jim & Jean McDaniel
Linda Spence, Tom Hagle, Marie Oille
Cathy Skoff

As always, if you are unable to serve as listed above, PLEASE find a substitute. And,
thank you for your willingness to serve our church.

The sewing group is taking a break in December and
will not be meeting again until further notice.
Diana Harris coordinates sewing sessions at church
and delivers the items to Operation Shoebox. She
can be reached at 352-425-4351 or at 352-625-6021.
Hosting Fellowship
The new year is right around the corner, and we need hosts and
hostesses for Fellowship for the new year!
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the kitchen in
Douglas Hall, or you can call Elaine Morris at 245-7426.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Forms for altar flowers for the new year are in the doc boxes in the Narthex. Won’t you consider sponsoring for a couple Sundays in 2015?
They still are only $25.00.

Marion County Sr. Services is looking for volunteer drivers for the
Meals on Wheels Program in Weirsdale and Summerfield.
As a driver you:
 Ensure homebound clients receive nutritious meals
 Assist in relieving the loneliness and isolation of clients
 Help elderly clients remain living in their own homes
Call Betty Green at 352-620-3501 to volunteer or for more information.

Several times in the last couple of months, we have handed out the new member
information forms. Each one of you is requested to fill one out on both sides and
turn it back in to the office. Once they are all in, we will be updating the directory
with current information and then distributing the new directories to you. There
are forms in the doc box in the Narthex.
If you would like to have a more current photograph in the directory, please let us
know, and we’ll get a new picture taken. Linda Spatta will be available for taking
pictures during Fellowship on November 30th.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Continued prayers are needed for the following:






Lytle’s daughter-in-law Laura who is receiving targeted cancer therapy in Houston.
Mary Grant’s daughter-in-law who had a heart attack and 5 stints put in and also suffers from leukemia—pray for healing.
Rene Owens who is dealing with Lou Gehrig’s disease (ALS)—pray for her and Chuck as they deal with
the situation.
Dottie Jones’s great granddaughter Kimberly who has dyslexia—pray that her parents will find the right
kind of help for her and that Kimberley will come to terms with her condition.
Marie Oille who is dealing with lung scarring and recovering from chemo.
For further prayer requests, contact the following:
Alice Ralph
347-6647
Linda Spence
653-8835
Marie Oille
750-6452

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE PRAYER CHAIN?
Early in the new year, the prayer chain will be reorganizing for 2015. If you
would be interested in joining and praying for those who request prayer, get in
touch with Alice Ralph at 347-6647 or call the office at 821-2757.

Remember our friends who are homebound or in a care facility by
sending them a card to brighten their day:
Al Bunce
1626 Bay Meadows Lane
Lady Lake, FL 32159

Eleanor Redding
P.O. Box 96
Weirsdale, FL 32195

Gene Pratt
3131 TCU Blvd.
Orlando, FL 32817

Marilyn Smith
15020 SE 140th Ave. Rd.
Weirsdale, FL 32195

GIFTING THROUGH THE YEAR
1. The new forms for Altar Flowers for 2015 are in the Narthex. If you are so moved to sponsor
the flowers for a Sunday service, please fill out a form and return it to the office or put in the
collection plate on Sundays. The flowers are only $25.00 and add to the beauty of the sanctuary
and service.
2. The Love INC gas cans are always conveniently located in the Narthex and Douglas Hall so you
can drop your change in them as you are coming or going. The little amounts that you leave are
make such a big difference to those in need of your help.
3. The first Sunday of each month is Food Pantry Sunday. Please put your items in Douglas Hall
in the designated area.

W E I R S D A L E
P R E S B Y T E R I A N
C H U R C H
16303 SE 137th Court
P. O. Box 269
Weirsdale, FL 32195
Phone: 352-821-2757
Fax: 352-821-3554
E-mail: weirsdalepres@gmail.com
Website: www.weirsdalepresbyterianchurch.org

Our Mission:
Bring People to Christ
Develop our Discipleship

Dates to Remember
Nov 30, Sunday Worship, 1st Sunday Advent, 10:30 AM
Nov 30, Fellowship, 11:30 AM
Dec 2, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Dec. 3, Small Groups, 10:00 AM & 2:00 PM
Dec 3, Boy Scouts, 7:30 PM
Dec 4, Women’s Bible Study, Douglas Hall, 10:00 AM
Dec 6, DEACONS Meet, 9:00 AM
Dec 7, Sunday Worship & Communion,
2nd Sunday Advent, 10:30 AM
Dec 7, Food Pantry Sunday
Dec 7, All Angel Tree gifts are due
Dec 7, All Poinsettia orders are due
Dec 7, Fellowship, 11:30 AM
Dec 9, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Dec 10, Sr. Singles, Orange Blossom Ctry Club, 5:00 PM
Dec 10, Boy Scouts, 7:30 PM
Dec 11, Women’s Bible Study, Douglas Hall, 10:00 AM
Dec 13, Officer Training Class, 9:00 AM
Dec 14, Worship Service, 3rd Sunday Advent, 10:30 AM
Frani Moir with Men of Action &
Village View Quartet
Dec 14, Fellowship—Potluck, 11:30 AM
Dec 16, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Dec 17, Boy Scouts, 7:30 PM
Dec 18, Women’s Bible Study, Douglas Hall, 10:00 AM
Dec 21, Worship Service, 4th Sunday Advent, 10:30 AM
Dec 21, Installation & Ordination of Deacons & Elders
Dec 21, Fellowship, 11:30 AM
Dec 23, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM
Dec 24, Christmas Eve Service, 7:00 PM
Dec 25, CHRISTMAS DAY
Dec 27, Art Class—Postponed to January 24th, 9:00 AM
Dec 28, Sunday Worship, 10:30 AM
Dec 28, Fellowship—Christmas Cookies, 11:30 AM
Dec 30, Tuesday Time Out, 11:30 AM

Check Us Out—-Keep in Touch!
www.weirsdalepresbyterianchurch.org
weirsdalepres@gmail.com
Love INC
Help with bills, housing, clothing and food
Monday—Thursday: 9 AM to Noon
352-245-8774 or 352-245-5632
Community of Gratitude
Emergency Food Pantry
Tuesday 10AM to Noon
Thursday 1PM to 3PM
Saturday 10AM to Noon
352-288-3499

